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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this article is to show how the wrihgs of Ayn Rand can be understood and
developed through the work of Dr. William A. Kritsonis utilizing the Ways of Knowing

Through the Realms of Meaning. In the literary masterpiece of Atlas Shrugged, Ms. Rand

brings her philosophical views alive through the negative of her story and the lives and

dramatic events faced by each of her fictional chacters. Her views on objectivism,
capitalism, and man’s inherent sexuality are only dew of the controversial topics discussed in
her book and revealed poignantly through the themesnd motifs of her stimulating and

challenging novel Atlas Shrugged.

The First Realm: Symbolics

The first realm of meaning isymbolics. “These meanings are contained in arbitrary
symbolic structures, with socially accepted ruldsfarmation and transformation, created as
instruments for the expression and commurdpnabf any meaning whatsoever. These symbolic
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systems in one respect constitute the most fund@iehall the realms of meaning in that they
must be employed to express the meanings in edtte aither realms” (Kritsonis, 2007, p. 11).

Atlas Shrugged is rife with symbolic communication. Themes, syish and motifs add
intrigue, interest and mystery to the writing stgieAyn Rand and lend credence to her literary
expertise and philosophical ideas and beliefs. §ymbolism inAtlas Shrugged adds depth and
complexity to her overall meaning constructs analital observations.

One of the first and most obvious symbols of harah is found in the titleAtlas Shrugged.
Atlas, in Greek mythology, held the burden of tleavens on his shoulder. To John Galt, and the
other societal producers, the weight of the worlaswplaced on their shoulders as they bore the
responsibilities of producing for a world deplefe@ason, strength, and appreciation.

The dollar sign becomes the symbol aftréke of the mind led by John Galt. By each
striker symbolically associating himself with thigrs of the dollar, the strikers intuitively illusiie
their belief in capitalism and the reward of th@italists. InAtlas Shrugged, there is no shame
weighted with the possession of money. Insteat sieen as just compensation for productivity
and creativity.

Another symbol inherent to the understandingAtths Shrugged is the bracelet Rearden
created using his new metallurgical discovery. Phacelet is symbolic of Rearden’s entire life
work and accomplishments. The bracelet is bedutifut unappreciated by his wife, just as the
development of the new metal Rearden has createekeis as a threat to those who do not care for
or appreciate ingenuity, creativity, and inventiddespite the resistance that Rearden faced wsth hi
new discovery, the metal he conceived and developadbeautiful representation of the practical
beauty that can be found from one’s individual ¥iferk and commitment.

Motors were also symbolic throughout the nof&dhs Shrugged. The motor designed by
John Galt had the power to harness energy anddeq@awer to the world. Without the motor, the
world’s production would come to a halt. It is dyotic of the power of the mind and how
producers are needed in the world to power thetigeethoughts and abilities of the true thinkers in
order for the world to survive and become prodwiiactive and successful.

The Second Realm: Empirics

“The second realm empirics, includes the sciemddate physical world, of living things,
and of man. These sciences provide factual desmigy generalizations, and theoretical
formulations and explanations that are based upsergation and experimentation in the world of
matter, life, mind, and society” (Kritsonis, 20@7,12).

John Galt: The Physicist

In Atlas Shrugged, “one of the producers, John Galt, a titan amadmgsgists, decides it is
time for ‘the Atlases,” the men who have carried thorld on their shoulders to stop supporting
[their] destroyers — to shrug” ( Moritz, 1982, 343. His science has benefited the looters, those
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who live off of his own creativity and expertisk1 a decision to proliferate a strike of the miftig
retreats with other ‘producers’ to a secret mounmttadel in Colorado. There they remain until, in
their absence, industry and trade grind to a maltthe collectivist social system collapses” (Marit
1982, p. 234). With the collapse of the sociest tince was known, Galt gives a lengthy speech to
tell the word that the fight is over. “The roactlsared. We are going back to the world,” sayd,Gal
as the elite band re-emerges and he, raising ‘dnsl lover the desolate earth....trace[s] in space the
sign of the dollar” (Moritz, 1982, p. 234).

Biology

Biology is the science of life. For those whoidet that man is nothing more than just a
physical being without a soul or spirit, their clustons are in-line with Dr. Pritchett, one of the
characters iMAtlas Shrugged. “Man? What is man? He’s just a collection demicals with
delusions of grandeur” (Rand, 1999, p. 131). Theke espouse that man is nothing more than a
metaphysical creation are less likely to believetha supremacy of the soul and the virtue of
spirituality that requires accountability and sader to a life goal and pattern higher than one’s
own self and being. Dr. Pritchett's comments cargin“‘once he [man] realizes that he is of no
importance whatever in the vast scheme of the usgvdie will realize that no possible significance
can be attached to his activities” (Rand, 1999,32).

In Atlas Shrugged, abortion is mentioned as a right of the statédhe People’s State of
Mexico wants to “raise everybody’s standard oflyiand provide a roast of pork every Sunday for
every man, woman, child and abortion in the PegpBtate of Mexico” (Rand, 1999, p. 123). At
the first publication ofAtlas Shrugged, abortion was illegal in the United States. Theadelor a
“woman’s right” did not fully ensue in this countontil the ruling of Roe vs. Wade in 1973. This
is another example of how controversial social@sswere ingrained in the writings of Ayn Rand
even before the issues reached a national levaeifaf discussion and debate.

Socialism

Socialism is an “economic system in which governtm@vns some factors of production
and has a role in determining what and how gooegerduced” (Clayton, 1995, p. 567). Atlas
Shrugged, socialistic ideas began to emerge that threatdmedapitalistic way of life. Those who
bought into the socialist way of life included teowho supported a new government initiative
entitled the “Equalization of Opportunity Bill.” Ais bill's purpose was to put limits on capitalsti
production, therefore limiting creative capitalisisd entrepreneurs from becoming too powerful or
wealthy.

The “Equalization of Opportunity Bill” also soughd put limits on the output of the
creative, literary mind. Balph Eubank, a literasader of his time, was in favor of the
“Equalization of Opportunity Bill”. “Certainly, Approve of it. Our culture has sunk into a bog of
materialism. Men have lost all spiritualues in their pursuit of material prodoatiand
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technological trickery...so we ought to place aitlian their material greed” (Rand, 1999, p. 133).
Eubank was willing to surrender his creative miodhe state. “It would work very simply,” said
Eubank. “There should be a law limiting the saleamy book to ten thousand copies...If people
were forbidden to buy a million copies of the sapiece of trash, they would be forced to buy
better books” (Rand, 1999, p. 134).

In the United States, citizens are encouragedntprave upon inventions, create new
horizons, and develop new services and productsatiidbenefit mankind. Without the motive of
profit, many of our greatest inventions and accashphents would likely not have been achieved.
Rand is against socialistic societies that takeyaha rights of the individual for the watered down
benefit of the masses who choose not to produceeate to their highest and fullest potential.

Communism

Karl Marx authoredrhe Communist Manifesto in 1848. He divided society into two groups.
The first group was the proletariat. These weeepbople with no means of production who owed
their livelihood to the second group in societye tourgeoisie, better known as the capitalistss Hi
division of society is analogous to the two majoyugps “at war” inAtlas Shrugged, the looters and
the strikers.

The looters were people who did not use their aneativity or power to create wealth.
They were totally dependent upon the creative #nsikn the world, which later became known as
the “strikers of the mind.” The strikers were thowho created, built, and engineered the
framework for modern society. lAtlas Shrugged when the “strikers of the mind” left society,
society as it was known previously collapsed.

Theoretical communism states that if everyone vegneal, “everyone would produce to the
best of their abilities, and everyone would consumthe extent of their needs” (Clayton, 1995, p.
476). However, in today’s society, communism haws/@n itself to be a dismal failure. In a pure
Communist state, a man or woman'’s career is chfugethat particular individual at a young age.
Regardless of their ability or ambition, there extiality” in pay for all. Educators, doctors,
lawyers, garbage men, and street sweepers arguall. eWhen a person is not challenged according
to their own individual talents and creative potantproduction will decrease. Without hope of
achieving any significance in one’s life work, i itself would be reduced to a mindless,
wondering proletariat under a repressive and dig&tform of government.

When the government owns the means of productlmretis no incentive for creativity.
Everything is done in the name of progress. Theegoment leadership, which holds power with
an iron hand, prohibits success to anyone who winticceed or profit outside of the veil of
government interventions and legalities.
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Capitalism

Capitalism could be considered one of the mostidumental disciplines in the realm of the
social sciences. Capitalism is considered a wviigupursuit by Rand and many of her primary
characters in the novelAtlas Shrugged espouses the virtues and benefits of a pure diapta
society and seeks to enunciate and pronounce thases succinctly throughout the novel,
espousing the virtues of capitalism and the powénemind.

Paramount to the perfect society John Galt betieveuld exist when the producers were in
charge is the concept of “free trade and free mii(lRland, 1999, p. 1067). Rand defines capitalism
as “a social system based on the recognition a¥idhgial rights, including property rights, in which
all property is privately owned” (Uyl and RasmussE®86, p. 173).

“One of the unique features of Rand’s defenseagitalism is that she neither considers
capitalism a necessary evil (as do many conseegtinor tries to defend it simply in terms of the
benefits it produces, as do many economists” (Uhd &asmussen, 1986, p. 173). Rand sees
capitalism from a moral perspective that supersedgstalism for purely monetary reasons and
then becomes a mantra for a philosophical wayfefthat focuses on intelligence, rationality, and
reason.

“The moral justification of capitalism does nat In the altruist claim that it represents the
best way to achieve ‘the common good’... The mordifjaation of capitalism lies in the fact that it
is the only system consonant with man’s rationalireg that it protects man’s survivalia man,
and that its ruling principle is justice” (Uyl aihsmussen, 1986, p. 173).

In Atlas Shrugged, John Galt believes that a collective society wiltlude those who are
willing to work and enjoy the fruits of their owabors. He predicts the demise of a system led by
looters. In its place he sees a society that \mdien the individual and the contributions that
individuals can make to their world and societyot Milling to let looters into this new world who
are not committed to his goals and philosophicaitbelohn Galt opens the door of invitation and
hospitality only to those who would choose to eseothe virtues of an individualistic, capitalistic
society.

To those who were willing to commit to a renouneainof their looting mentality, Galt
states, “when the looters’ state collapses, degrofehe best of its slaves....We will open the gates
of our city to those who deserve to enter, a cftgrnokestacks, pipe lines, orchards, markets and
inviolate homes...... With the sign of the dollar as eymbol — the sign of free trade and free
minds — we will move to reclaim this country oncerm from the impotent savages who never
discovered its nature, its meaning, its splenddrose who choose to join us will join us; those who
don’t will not have the power to stop us; hordessatages have been an obstacle to men who
carried the banner of the mind” (Rand, 1999, p.7)06

“The conduct of the market may be greatly fadiithby the use of money, that provides a
convenient medium of exchange...From the standpdininderstanding and control, the use of
money is of far-reaching importance, for it permigzonomic activity to be measured
mathematically. Because of the money system, tqtigk preferences can be quantitatively
assessed, and the powerful resources of mathemedicgutation can be brought to bear on the
study and management of economic processes” (Kigsa007, p. 266).

John Galt's symbol of the dollar was a rallying éor the producers to produce and to fall
in line with the pseudo-religion of wealthdgorosperity based on one’s individualistic abitiby
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produce and his or her enjoyment of such activitiesr Galt and his followers, this was success
and the true essence of life.

To reiterate the value of a thinking society, J@ait speaks to the looters in regards to what
the retreat of reason, thought, and creativity healight to the world through the strikers of the
mind. “If you want to know what you lost when ligand when my strikers deserted your world—
stand on any empty stretch of soil in a wilderngssxplored by men and ask yourself what manner
of survival you would achieve and how long you wbldst if you refused to think, with no one
around to teach you the motions, or, if you chasthink, how much your mind would be able to
discover....ask yourself whether you would be abléiszover how to till the soil and grow your
food...then decide whether men of ability are explgit (Rand, 1999, pp. 1048-1049).

Feminism

To those who were led to believe that a capitalsbciety was an evil commodity, Dagny
Taggart was a symbol of everything that was wronth v society based on capitalism and
productivity. She was a woman, who for some, hagrsiepped the bounds of societal
acceptability in the fact that she had not chosemarry or to establish a traditional home, which
was such a prevalent mainstay of most homes duhegtime of the initial writing ofAtlas
Shrugged.  Balph Eubank looked upon Dagny as “a symptom tloé illness of our
century....Machines have destroyed man’s humanity.r&ean example of it—a woman who
runs a railroad, instead of practicing the bealthaft of the handloom and bearing children”
(Rand, 1999, p. 138).

In Rand’s writing, marriage is not a value thaesteemed, as evidenced in the marriage of
Hank and Lillian Rearden. Lillian despises herbdamsl and his work. Hank merely tolerates his
wife. It is not until he meets Dagny, that he Srmbmeone who will share his love and appreciation
for his work and life goals and accomplishments.

Affairs are not considered inappropriate in Randritings. Fidelity is not considered a
virtue. There is not a long term, committal applo&e marriage and sexual activity. In addition,
children were never mentioned in the textAtias Shrugged. In Rand’s world, if literature truly
reflects life, children would have been a burded #rerefore something that she would not have
chosen to have or to commit to.

The Third Realm: Esthetics

“The third realm, esthetics, contains the variatts, such as music, the visual arts, the arts
of movement, and literature” (Kritsonis, 2007, R).1 By seeing the artistic qualities of a literary
work, meaning and understanding can be enhancedi@ggkned for a more intuitive and firmer
grasp of the specific meanings and nuances of tcplar work of literary genius and artistic
quality.
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Art

“Ayn Rand held that art is a “re-creation of rgalaccording to an artist's metaphysical
value judgments. By its nature, therefore, a n@led a statue or a symphony) does not require or
tolerate an explanatory preface; it is a self-coet universe, aloof from commentary, beckoning
the reader to enter, perceive, [and] respond” (R&8€9, p. ix).

When Rand talks about a self-created universejssharroring her philosophical view of
writing. Rand was able to create a reality of ben choosing through her penned imaginations
and her creative expressive abilities and expertiSée was able to create images through the
written word and convey meanings and philosophaaitent through her own literary artistic
talents and skills.

Music

Richard Halley is Dagny Taggart’s favorite composeéle is a masterful musician with a
bent toward writing beautiful concertos and operadt the age of 24, Halley's first opera
“Phaethon” was performed. He met with wide spreldmiliation and professional
disfranchisement by the critics when his opera Wwased and heckled by patrons of his first
musical debut.

On his second debut, years later, he met witlstiteess he had longed for since his youth.
However, shortly after receiving a rave review of musical composition’s performance, Halley
disappeared. It was another example of a prodeeging the “world” to go to the “perfect world”
of the intellectual elitists who retreated to atalig place which came to be known as John Galt's
gulch, a place where men could be productive udieg own talents and gifts, whatever they may
be, for their own personal pleasure, developmertt,raward.

Literature

Atlas Shrugged is a mixture of genres and literary devices thanlsine a fluid story of
romance and love based on Ayn Rand’s most basiogaphical beliefs. Atlas Shrugged is more
myth than novel. Miss Rand’s heroes and heroimesgadlike creatures who, in their leviathan
strength, resist the wickedness of the pernicioaakiings around them and achieve their ends at
will” (Riley, 1975, p. 423).

Reason and rationality were together the basigh®movelAtlas Shrugged. Before ever
starting a novel, “Ayn Rand wrote voluminously irerhjournals about its theme, plot, and
characters” (Rand, 1999, ix). In her journal wagtifor Atlas Shrugged, Rand demonstrated “her
mind in action, confident even when groping, pugfoseven when stymied, luminously eloquent
even though wholly unedited. These journals ase alfascinating record of the step-by-step birth
of an immortal work of art” (Rand, 1999, p. ix).
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“Ayn Rand’s basic purpose as a novelist was tsgme not villains or even heroes with
errors, but the ideal man—the consistent, the fuliggrated, the perfect” (Rand, 1999, p. xiiheT
perfect man inAtlas Shrugged is John Galt. He is heroic in nature and a “tomgeifigure who
moves the world and the novel” (Rand, 1999, p. x@alt is truly a man for all seasons and times
and is pivotal to the story and philosophical vidasnd inAtlas Shrugged.

Rand relates to each of the characters in the bodifferent and distinguishing ways and
presupposes characteristics for each figure ingbimehe novel. Ideas personified are’for Dagny-
the ideal; for Rearden-the friend, and for Franmid®Anconia-the aristocrat; to James Taggart-the
eternal threat; and to the Professor — his coneeigfirand, 1999, p. xiii).

Rand’s writings have given impetus to philosoplaad objectives that have inspired many
to take a new look at different opportunities aptians to personal fulfilment and success. Rand
herself concedes that she seems “to be both aetiearphilosopher and a fiction writer” (Rand,
1999, xiv). Rand wrote for discovery. “For my pase, the non-fiction form of abstract
knowledge doesn't interest me; the final, appliedrf of fiction does. | wonder to what extent |
represent a peculiar phenomenon in this respeahdR1999, xiv). Rand also believed that she
was much like her character, John Galt. “He iomlmnation of an abstract philosopher and a
practical inventor; the thinker and the man of@ttiogether” (Rand, 1999, xiv).

For Rand, her writing was romantic. In writingal chose to make characters either
“black or white” from the context of their commitmeto their own moray of values, ethics, and
lifestyles. Therefore, characters became a midresgsion of her own reality and of society as she
perceived it to be.

The Fourth Realm: Synnoetics

The fourth realm is synnoetics. “Meanings in tlyaroetics realms are subjective (and
inter-subjective), concrete and existential” (Koitss, 2007, p. 430). Synnoetics is relational eféh
are two fundamental concepts within this realm tiravide a deeper understanding of man and his
interaction with his world and those individualsaMbecome a relational part of that world. The “I-
It” relationship is how we respond to inanimate avatldly manifestations and structures. The “I-
Thou” relationship is how we interact and re-acthtose around us. Sexuality can be classified as
an “I-Thou” phenomenon in the form of proper redaships and attributes.

From a Freudian perspective, “the source of inttmlcenergy (particularly the sexual
energy or libido) is the id. The id is regarded pest of theunconscious, an aspect of the
personality below the level of the conscious mifKifitsonis, 2007, p. 413). Relationships between
Dagny and those she chose to commit herself to lwedmav the level of the conscious mind. Where
reason stopped, passionate relationships began.

In Atlas Shrugged, there are several love interests with the mamale character of the
novel, Dagny Taggart. These relationships are gashed from a different perspective based on
Dagny’s work and relationship to each man she catathherself to, even if only for a brief period
of time.

Lifetime commitments were never a conditional mdrDagny’s intimate relationships. For
the most part, her relationships were based finst@mmon interests and goals, then on romantic
passion and desire. Her love interests includeskHRearden, John Galt, and Francisco d’Anconia.
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The Fifth Realm: Ethics

Ethics, according to Dr. William A. Kritsonis, teat which “includes moral meanings that
express obligation rather than fact, perceptuahfasr awareness of relation” (Kritsonis, 2007, p.
13). Morality, according to Dr. Kritsonis, is sitgpthat “which reflects inter-subjective
understanding. Morality has to do with personahdiat that is based on free, responsible,
deliberate decision” (Kritsonis, 2007, p. 13).

Rand’'s view of morality is exonerated by her ingsige portrayal of John Galt’s
impassioned views about morality expressed durisgdng and elaborate discourse on morality
and objectivism. “A rational process is a moralqass. You may make an error at any step of it,
with nothing to protect you but your own severiy,you may try to cheat, to fake the evidence and
evade the effort of the quest—but if devotion tathris the hallmark of morality, then there is no
greater, nobler, more heroic form of devotion thiaa act of a man who assumes the responsibility
of thinking” (Rand, 1999, p. 1017).

For John Galt, reason was the moral basis offall FMy morality, the morality of reason,
is contained in a single axiom: existence existd4a a single choice: to live. To live, man must
hold three things as the supreme and ruling vafudasolife: Reason-Purpose-Self-esteem. These
three values imply and require all of man’s virtuaad all his virtues pertain to the relation of
existence and consciousness: rationality, indegmeel integrity, honesty, justice, productiveness,
and pride” (Rand, 1999, p. 1018).

Rand does not believe man has a moral respomgitnlihis or her neighbor. This tenet of
Rand’s ethical theory appears at first glance tddesh and uncaring. John Galt restated Rand’s
theory of isolation and moralism and held that satthibutes were proper and appropriate in his
own world view. “Do not say that my morality isottard for you to practice and that you fear it as
you fear the unknown. You kept sacrificing yourtwes to your vices, and the best among men to
the worst. This dismal wreckage, which is now yarld, is the physical form of the treason you
committed to your values, to your friends, to yal@fenders, to your future, to your country, to
yourself” (Rand, 1999, p. 1060).

The question might be raised, “When do the neédshers supersede one’s own needs and
desires?” According to Rand in her bodke Virtue of Selfishness, there are times when she
believes that it is acceptable to help others. y‘Ation that a man undertakes for the benefit of
those he loves is not a sacrifice if, in the hielngrof his values, in the total context of the desi
open to him, it achieves that which is of greapessonal (and rational) importance to him” (Rand,
1964, p. 51).

Ethical and moral decisions each have their oamsequences. Rand also believes that in
all ethical decisions, the ultimate choice of wkgtight or wrong lies with the individual. She
believes that “the moral purpose of a man’s liféhis achievement of his own happiness” (Rand,
1999, p. 55). Selfishness, therefore, remainsaagtfoundational principle of Rand’s ethical and
moral philosophical basis for her idyllic view aj@ety and life.
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The Sixth Realm: Synoptics

Synoptics refers “to meanings that are comprekehsintegrative” (Kritsonis, 2007, p. 13).
Synoptics covers the realms of “history, philosaplaynd religion” (Kritsonis, 2007, p. 13).
Understanding the synoptic realm of meaning inghigedds allows a continuity of understanding
that helps to develop a deeper meaning and unddimstpof the specific work studied.

History

Historical parallelisms can be found in the stofyAtlas Shrugged and important events in
our own country’s history. In 1939, Albert Einstenformed President Franklin D. Roosevelt that
the Germans had the makings of an atomic bomb. fifldtecountry to develop this method of mass
destruction would be at a decisive advantage irfrdreework of global dominance and power.

Einstein in someway parallels the strikers of thadhwhen he decides to leave Germany
and begin his new work in the United States. dastohn Galt did not want unthinking men to reap
the benefits or responsibilities of his own creatgenius, Einstein did not want the Germans, who
he considered a danger and threat to the knowrdworhave the power of the atomic bomb.

Unthinking men with this unpredictable form of n@awer could cause grave destruction
and chaos to the known world. Einstein knew timd eade the decision to join forces with the
United States in order to give his power and cveagjenius to a country that would be responsible
and prudent in its dealing with this new form ofame and technology.

Another historical parallel can be noted when tle®gke’s State of Mexico promises a
“roast of pork every Sunday” (Rand, 1999, p. 12Bhis is analogous to the campaign promises of
Franklin D. Roosevelt when he advocated that laak @overty would soon be a thing of the past.
He promised a “chicken in every pot” to every Amar who would believe in and support his bid
for the presidency of the United States of America.

Philosophy

“Philosophy provides analytic clarification, evation, and synthetic coordination of all the
other realms through a reflective conceptual irmetgtion of all possible kinds of meaning in their
distinctiveness and in their interrelationships’ti{gonis, 2007, p. 13). Ayn Rand believed that
righteous self-interest superseded all morality gymbdness. She “challenged the prevalent
philosophies of our time with objectivism, a ‘matglof rational self-interest’ repudiating all foem
of altruism, including religion, as ‘collectivistraps incompatible with a free society” (Moritz,
1982, p. 331).

When writing Atlas Shrugged, “Ayn Rand had to go beyond ethics: she had tgimaie a
new system of philosophy, identifying the naturem@n’s means of knowledge and of the universe
he seeks to know” (Hull and Peikoff, 1999, 80 Ms. Rand’s philosophical bias lies with her
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theory of objectivism.  Her philosophy of objetsim is mirrored in the pages of the novel Atlas
Shrugged. Her philosophy is based essentiallyhenstlfishness and individuality of the person
who chooses to take responsibility for his or hetioms and be responsible for their own view of
personal happiness and success.

“My philosophy in essence,” Miss Rand has saisl tlie concept of man as a heroic being
with his own happiness as the moral purpose olifeiswith productive achievement as his noblest
activity, and reason as his only guide” (Moritz,999 p. 332). Ayn Rand’s philosophy of
objectivism states that “reality exists as an dinjecabsolute, reason is man’s only means of
perceiving reality, man is an end in himself, ahd tdeal political-economic system is a laissez-
faire capitalism” (Ayn Rand Institute, 1996). JdBalt's speech iltlas Shrugged reflects Rand’s
philosophical bent toward her reasoned stance gactism and its value to a coherent and
productive society.

Rand’s Objectivist Philosophies

In the novel Atlas Shrugged, John Galt’s perception of the world around himeaptualizes
Ayn Rand’s objectivist’s views and philosophieshefefore, it is important to see how her actual
stated philosophical views are reflected in thaédial writings ofAtlas Shrugged. Each axiom can
be seen through the eyes of her created, heroractea, John Galt.

Objectivist Axiom #1: “Reality exists as an objective absolute—facts facts, independent of
man's feelings, wishes, hopes or fears” (Ayn Rarstitute, 1996). IrAtlas Shrugged, John Galt
states, “Reality is that which exists; the unreaginot exist; the unreal is merely that negation o
existence which is the content of a human consoegswhen it attempts to abandon reason. Truth
is the recognition of reality; reason, man’s onlgans of knowledge, is his only standard of truth”
(Rand, 1999, p. 1017).

Objectivist Axiom #2: “Man—every man—is an end in himself, not the nse#m the ends of
others. He must exist for his own sake, neitherifs@og himself to others nor sacrificing others t
himself. The pursuit of his own rational self-irget and of his own happiness is the highest moral
purpose of his life” Ayn Rand Institute, 1996). piness, therefore, as explained through the
words of John Galt “is the successful state of lifdappiness is that state of consciousness which
proceeds from the achievement of one’s values” R4899, p. 1014).

Objectivist Axiom #3: “The ideal political-economic system is laissaid capitalism. It is a
system where men deal with one another, not agmgcand executioners, nor as masters and
slaves, but as traders, by free, voluntary exchamgeutual benefit. In a system of full capitalism,
there should be (but, historically, has not yet)eecomplete separation of state and economics, in
the same way and for the same reasons as the sepafastate and church” (Ayn Rand Institute,
1996).

John Galt’s perception of the ideal political-ecomnc system saw the ultimate view of man
as one who was totally in control of his life andriw He believed that “every man is free to rise a
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far as he’s able or willing, but it's only the degrto which he thinks that determines the degree to
which he’ll rise” (Rand, 1999, p. 1064). Howevegltholds disdain for those who benefit from the
contributions of those who have reached their gateand exist at the top of the intellectual and
creative pyramid of intellect and creative knowledmd power, and yet do not produce themselves.

“In proportion to the mental energy he spent, tl@mwho creates a new invention receives
but a small percentage of his value in terms ofemltpayment, no matter what fortune he makes,
no matter what millions he earns” (Rand, 1999, @66). Therefore, in Galt's mind, as well as
Rand’s, there is a disproportionate reward for ¢hobo create and for those who simply partake of
the intellectual creativity of others.

The motto for Galt’s objectivist theory is foundthé end of his infamous and revealing speech
which epitomized his views on society, life, objeistm, and the reasons for his departure from the
world, even if only for a short time. “You will wiwhen you are ready to pronounce the oath |
have taken at the start of my battle—and for theke wish to know the day of my return, | shall
now repeat it to the hearing of the world: “I swég my life and my love of it, that | will never
live for the sake of another man, nor ask anothen to live for mine” (Rand, 1999, p. 1069).

Galt's speech is totally aligned with Rand’s baghilosophy of the nature and purpose of
selfishness in one’s personal, as well as corpdifate “Since selfishness is ‘concern with one’s
own interests’, the objectivist ethics uses thatcept in its exact and purest sense. It is not a
concept that one can surrender to man’s enemiespnbe unthinking misconceptions, distortions,
prejudices and fears of the ignorant and the orati. The attack on selfishness is an attack on
man’s self-esteem” (Rand, 1964, p. xi). This attaclone’s self-esteem was not an attack that John
Galt chose to let emerge in his own personal lifEherefore, he retreated in order to gain
supremacy over his own life, creative thoughts anitities.

Selfishness to Rand and to Galt was not sometturige avoided. Selfishness was to be
embraced and celebrated. Rand’s views were thadtthck on selfishness was “an attack on man’s
self-esteem; to surrender one, is to surrendeother” (Rand, 1964, p. xi). As Galt’s final self-
interest led him to retreat from a society he heltkwas comprised of moochers and looters, he
demonstrates fully his philosophical and moral agrent with Rand that the idea and practice of
selfishness as a virtue should be lauded and hgthdim the realms of intellectual honor and esteem.

Galt, although not a philosopher by trade, infllehdis generation through his own
philosophic thought and commitment to his ideas ebntributions thereby exceeded those that
only a scientist could bring forth. “Perhaps ¢neatest contribution of the analytic philosophiers
their personal witness to the importance of meamind their faith in the possibility of making
meanings clear” (Kritsonis, 2007, p. 73). Galt tcinuted, in essence, new meaning and life
through his innovative leadership and objectivdgsaphies and intellectual premises and pursuits.

Religion

Ayn Rand was a self-proclaimed atheist. Her “gad’ the capitalistic society where each
man produced from his own individualism and cragtivWorshiping a god, such as the Christian
God, was to Miss Rand a representation of naivedéaamisunderstanding of the essential purpose
of life.
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In the Christian gospel, the value of the indiatis paramount. Whether rich or poor,
well-known or hidden from the vastness of sociaty &s existence, Christianity presupposes the
value of the individual. God, as Creator, valuss individual and provides a way of redemption
for his creation to ensure their eternal happinessard, and eternal longevity which are ensured to
those who believe in Him and trust in His providemnd guidance throughout life with the hope of
securing a future and destiny in-line with God’sgmses and design.

For Rand, the individual who does not conform ¢o fomantic idealized version of life is
potentially unworthy of respect or consideratiofhis view could have influenced her view of
abortion and the rights of the unborn, who at bath truly “non-producers” and who are totally
dependent on someone else’s care, generosity, @anchiiment To Rand, “an embryo has no
rights. Rights do not pertain to a potential, otdyan actual being. A child cannot acquire any
rights until it is born” (Hull and Peikoff, 1999,. 837). Rand’'s view of abortion is that it is a
“moral right which should be left to the sole detion of the woman involved” (Hull and Peikoff,
1999, p. 337).

It is interesting to note, that Wtlas Shrugged, sexuality is not mentioned as a form of pro-
creation, but simply as an act of encounter thasdoot require continual commitment or a
dedication to a relationship that has the abilitytranscend time and become an integral party of
one’s entire being and ultimate life legacy.

Rand’s ideology is in many ways in direct contrést Christian values and virtues.
Christianity espouses the centrality of a triuned®do is benevolent and caring to the population
of mankind. In contrast, Rand’s god was matetialisRand’s heroic characters were those who
lived for themselves. Dagny Taggart’'s sexualityswadirect contrast to the Christian teachings of
morality and purity. Where Christians are admoedsto “die to one’s self’, Rand encourages the
“self-life.” However, Rand’s writings do give tlastute student of philosophy a chance to compare
and contrast the values of the world and thereftiase for oneself their own vision of morality
and justice.

Concluding Remarks

In conclusion Atlas Shrugged is a novel based on the importance of rationaitgy man’s
own individuality and freedom of choice. There &&a major issues which are discussed in the
novel and that lend credence to Rand’s philosoplvieavs which include the purpose of life and
man’s destiny and responsibilities for individuatizhappiness and succe§®n prominent themes
outlined inAtlas Shrugged include, but are not exclusive of: (1) Rand’sdty of objectivism (2)
capitalism (3) socialism (4) communism (as seeaudin the division of labor (i.e., the looters and
the strikers of the mind) (5) feminism (6) a worisaright to choose (7) man’s spirituality (8)
man’s sexuality (9) art in literature and life afid) the historical parallels &tlas Shrugged with
actual historical events. By reading Ayn Rand8as Shrugged, readers can gain a new
appreciation of her philosophical and literary eiimitions to our society and how their applications
to everyday life and academic study can enhances aswarch for knowledge utilizing the
comprehensive framework of theays of Knowing Through the Realms of Meaning.
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