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ABSTRACT

The word selfish usually conjures up a negative repsentation. Self-serving ambitions tend
to be viewed as being disrespectful of others; hower, there are times when being selfish
are necessary and expected. When a man is hungrye leats. When a man is cold, he gets
warm. When a man has the ability to be productive ad successful, the anticipation is that
he will. Having the ability and opportunity to “become the best within us” is our charge to
be selfish. Ayn Rand and her philosophy of Objectigm lead this charge.

Introduction

Ayn Rand introduced the world to her philosophyQifjectivism beginning in the mid
1930’s. Objectivism is the concept of man as aibdreing, with his own happiness as the moral
purpose of his life, with productive achievementha&s noblest activity, and reason as his only
absolute. UsingAtlas Shrugged (1957) this author will show how Ayn Rand lays out
Objectivism to prove that selfishness is right godd.
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Purpose of the Article

The purpose of this article is to establish thesoms that all men should be selfish. There
is a time and place when it is appropriate for [&ss¥ving motive. A man supporting his life
through his best efforts is selfish, and it is tigind good. A man who works to his utmost
potential is selfish, and it is right and good. &fsnade man who lives off the profit of his own
capabilities is selfish, and it is right and good.

Atlas Shrugged

Rand’s novelAtlas Shrugged (1957), opens with the question, “Who is John Balbhn

Galt is the epitome of Objectivism. He is a heltméing that allows society to crumble due to its
unwillingness to integrate mind and productivitydahis unwillingness to compromise. The
purpose of the character is to represent all thaaa can achieve when he utilizes his mind to
produce at his utmost ability in order to be susfids The question, “Who is John Galt?”
represents how hopeless society has become dualucefof the economy. It is a question
without an answer, asked out of weariness. Theeteoare unable to see how integrating the
mind and body can benefit society as a whole caefiie

The Virtue of Selfishness

The concept of selfishness is also exploredhe Virtue of Selfishness (1961). Rand
describes the importance of concern for one’s omtarést, following on the heels of ethics.
Being selfish does not imply doing so at the expeok others. The term selfish is usually
connected with negativity; however, this was nondRs intention. “An organism’s life is its
standard of value: that which furthers its lifethe good, that which threatens it is the evil”
(Rand, 1961, p. 17). To further one’s life is s#fi and it is right and good. Each man is
responsible for his own life and the direction @eg. Moving in a direction for the better is
valuable, and one must be selfish to attain success

Objectivism

Objectivism sets forth powerful messages that bkelguide a man in living a life that is
selfish in order for his survival. Selfishness,iaaality, responsibility, collectivism, purpose,
money, motive power, ethics, victim, achievemenpdy and morality are just a few of the
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concepts of Objectivism pinpointed in this artitdebe addressed. The following themes are just
a few instances of how Ayn Rand makes her pointgblishness is right and good.

Selfishness

Value the self above all else. Place nothing betloeerighteousness of the mind. A man’s
selfishness is how one recognizes the value inrethecause “the man who does not value
himself cannot value anything or anyone” (Rand, 1196. 35). Human beings are the only
creatures that can leave a legacy for those thaecafter them. Producing at high levels is
selfish in the sense that one must focus on pergmads, but the outcome results in the service
of others. This is where selfishness, if not foviduous purpose, may be misconstrued as
something negative.

Selfishness without virtue is negative. Jim Taggant Lillian Rearden falsely believe
that they are much stronger than the producersy @he always looking for the weaknesses in
others in order to control their motives. Jim Tagdpeelieved “...to reveal any part of one’s self
was to give a weapon to an enemy...” (Rand, 19539p). Displaying weakness leaves a man
open for attack. A man must be selfish in keepimgsklf in a position to take advantage of
opportunities, as opposed to being ridiculed far Imitations. This attempt at exploitation can
be avoided when one is focused on his endeavensadd Lillian want to blackmail Rearden:
Jim to get control of his business, and Lilliamtake him feel guilty for his affair with Dagny.
Jim, and his Washington friends, gains control a&faiRlen’s business only to have it fail
miserably due to their incompetence. When Lilliatqpases Rearden’s affair with Dagny, he
actually feels relieved to not have to hide hisetibn for Dagny any longer. Both Jim and
Lillian fail at their attempts because their sélfiess was focused on exposing the weaknesses of
others. When one focuses on the best within, Hiisiseess will preserve his integrity.

The oath at Galt’s Gulch that all must abide by'liswear by my life and my love of it
that | will never live for the sake of another maoy ask another man to live for mine” (Rand,
1957, p. 731). Committing to a principle is selfishd living a life that increases the value of
another is also selfish; however, these thinggighe and good and contribute to the betterment
of society. A man is responsible for himself and joy. Being selfish is being concerned with
one’s own interest (Rand, 1961, p. vii).

Rationality

Rand believed that intelligence and hard work annony bring about productivity and
prosperity, which are rational pursuits. Mergingaaal thoughts with facts is the best way to
make effective decisions. “Any refusal to recognisality, for any reason whatever, has
disastrous consequences. There are no evil thowylecespt one: the refusal to think” (Rand,
1957, p. 418). As the industrialists disappearlmnene to Galt’s Gulch, the rest of society is left
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helpless because they refuse to think. They hdadfdfievement as the responsibility of a few
intellectuals, and the looters expected to benfefim their accomplishments. Without the
industrialists, the looters are debilitated andhbl@do maintain society. This is indicative that
rational individuals do not want to carry the sbileden of others, and will eventually find others
who share their value for thinking and being prdokec

Logic is imperative to good decisions, as wellragonal thought. Being alive means
being productive, that level of production is diffet for every individual. However, a more
productive person should not be punished for lesdyzctive people. Since Hank Rearden is able
to manufacture more metal than any other companyg farced to supply metal to compensate
for the slack of the less productive companiess Tésults in Rearden not being able to serve his
customers at the level they demand and expecinbliély Rearden is not given a choice for the
businesses he produces metal due to the goverrsaeations. Is it right for government to set
laws that protect incompetent companies? Survivalhat man is attempting on a continuous
basis, and to survive a man must be focused omgatare of himself and creating a life of
security. Rearden has to comply with these lawsder to save his company, and to continue to
do what he loves and that is being productive.

Dr. Akston refers to his most cerebral studentsin€isco d’Anconia, John Galt, and
Ragnar Danneskjold as men who have been able do thteir lives in a direction of happiness,
pursuing the goals they made for themselves, andtamaing the ability to be modern thinkers.
“It does take an exceptional mind and a still mexeeptional integrity to remain untouched by
the brain-destroying influences of the world’s does, the accumulated evil of centuries-to
remain human, since the human is the rational” Rd957, p. 786). Being focused on one’s
self takes rational thought. It is much easierdfofv the path of failure, then to endure the
struggles and overcome the hardships that leadcitess.

John Galt’s testimony on the radio reveals hisioasfor the importance of men to think.
Thinking leads to reason, and reason is the “...ome phat pays for man’s survival...” (Rand,
1957, p. 1014). Having the discernment to makeomati decisions requires man to be
reasonable. A thinking being has a function in thesld that requires value to be placed on his
life, and intention requires one to maintain rasibthought. Focusing on one’s life to maintain
rational thought is selfish, and in this sense @sklfish is right and good.

Responsibility

Competent people take responsibility for theiiad. The looters exemplify how “that
evasion is the major cause of their frustrationd defeats” (Rand, 1961, p. 61). Wondering
“‘why?,” “what if?,” “I wish” are all contemplationghat release the responsibility of the
individual to someone else. A responsible man setl out to get what he wants, and to alter the
things that he is unsatisfied with. Being virtuasisvorking hard and having pride in the quality
of work produced. Intrinsic motivation is what skibunotivate an individual to be productive,
happy, and responsible.

When Dagny disappears, Rearden is threatened atpdssibility of his affair with her
going public. This is the way the governmg@hns to blackmail Rearden to get control of
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Rearden Metal. Rearden chooses to keep his affthrdagny hidden to save her from public
scrutiny. In taking this responsibility Rearden hassign the Gift Certificate. He understands
that “there is no escape from justice, nothing banunearned and unpaid for in the universe,
neither in matter nor in spirit-and if the guilty ahot pay, the innocent have to pay it” (Rand,
1957, p. 565). Rearden believes that by proteddagny’s reputation he is taking responsibility
for his own actions without defiling someone elsereality, Rearden is allowing Dr. Ferris and
his cohorts to manipulate him to give up his bussnbecause they thought having possession
over his “miracle metal” is for the good of the p&n Being productive is more than having the
equipment to produce; it is being capable of sostgia steady flow of output. In this case,
Rearden Metal needs copper and other materialsrderoto produce metal. Since the
government’s control of all businesses, purchadimgse materials is virtually impossible.
Simply owning Rearden Metal does not guaranteeesscof the looters. Thinking and action
must be combined in order to be responsible to Rearden Metal at a profit. The act of
ownership of Rearden Metal involves responsibitifysecuring the materials required for the
company to succeed.

Rearden taking responsibility for the negative onte of his affair requires courage. It is
ethical for a man to claim his actions to “...be axméo pays his own way...” (Rand, 1957, p.
566). Ayn Rand continuously encourages the impogdor taking responsibility for individual
actions in order to keep justice and organization.

Thriving off the good fortunes of others is beingsponsible and a coward. The looters
are always searching for the path of least resista®®nce Dr. Stadler has descended to
uselessness, he is willing to take credit for ddktiaser. The end result is always that the
incompetent will come to the attention of the cotepé Responsibility is the drive of a man
who wants to live off his own mind. He is unyieldim the forfeit of his production to support
others, as well as too proud to live off the frafsthers. Deserving what you sow is the path of
a responsible man. Working hard to enjoy its beés&iselfish, it is right and good.

Collectivism

The socialist government only cares about thenfoon good,” and imposing equality
and new laws for the benefit of the masses allow®me to benefit: collectivism. It is not the
mandate of man to be his brother’s keeper. Galt,tha other industrialists, represent thinking
people. Society lives in contradiction: citizenswvahange but comply with the status quo. Since
the public does not want to think, then thinkingojple must leave the public. Cherryl, Jim’s
wife, exemplifies the point Rand makes that chaaggnst the status quo is in effect impossible.
Once Cherryl realizes that Jim is irrational, arldater, she does more than leave the public, she
leaves the world by committing suicide.

Initially the goals of socialism were to eliminapoverty and promote peace and
prosperity. Unfortunately socialism degenerated awiolent manipulation of power. Take Nazi
Germany as an example. “The essential characten$tsocialism is the denial of individual
property rights; under socialism, the righptoperty (which is the right of use and disposal) i
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vested in ‘society as a whole,’ i.e., in the cdileg, with production and distribution controlled
by the state, i.e., by the government” (Rand, 196100).

Successful individuals are usually successful foreason-hard work. Forcing these
individuals to maintain the quality of life for altective less fortunate should not be mandated.
Taking for granted the effort of someone else isthical. The focused industrialists are able to
enjoy their success, while the looters cannot beedu.an inviolate peace of spirit is not the
achievement of a drifter...” (Rand, 1957, p. 121)ofpte must forge their own happiness.
Although Francisco gave up his family copper miaes Dagny, he is willing to make these
sacrifices to find pleasure in his existence ohgei business pioneer.

One innovative individual is more successful tleadestructive collective whole. This
idea is exemplified itlas Shrugged (1957) when Dagny uses her hard work and motimato
complete the John Galt Line. This idea can alsaémstroyed when government gets involved.
Rearden Metal is a thriving company, which oncednotpd by governmental laws, expires due
to the impracticality of socialist demands. Wheoge become successful, there are many who
are jealous, and try to force those at the tohédobttom.

Collectivism of fraud only works on those that ad steadfast in their beliefs, “degrees
do not matter...one does not bargain about inchesvidf (Rand, 1957, p. 303). When the
government is looting Rearden Metal, Hank Reardentb decide if he is willing to compromise
his virtue to comply with the political agenda ofaghington. Rearden realizes he is still in the
business of trade: he is trading a high qualitydpot, his respect and dignity, for a high quality
business, Rearden Metal. It is regrettable thatrte is not with a high quality person, but for a
collective greed. Unwillingness to sacrifice sucscés the collective whole retains one’s hard
work; this is right and good, and this is selfish.

Purpose

Having a purpose is what gives a man a courseutsup and drives him to achieve.
Mediocrity is not the pursuit of a man who is ifigggnt and has a strong work ethic. A man must
have a purpose, and living in a society that dadssalue individual purpose is not worth living
in. All the industrialists feel this, and move t@l@G Gulch in order to be entrenched in an
environment where inhabitants share this beligfwwpose. Dagny and Rearden team up to build
the John Galt Line in spite of the attempts of tbeters to stop them. As Rearden is
painstakingly reviewing the Line’s blueprints, hegaishes over the potential for failure of the
John Galt Line and it almost immobilizes him froontinuing the project. It is when he reflects
on the importance of attempting the project thatrbalizes giving up is not an option.
Attempting to achieve is better than not, and #tismpt gives a man purpose. He has a purpose
and it is his duty to act: constructing the Johitt Giae is the only option. The power of thought
is capable of inspiring one into action to overcashstacles and be successful; it “...is a weapon
one uses in order to act. Thought sets one’s parpod the way to reach it” (Rand, 1957, p.
214). Purposeful living keeps one’s selfishnessared on goals.

Man’s capacity for thought and action are whatpkseciety thriving. One must be
decisive and responsible in order to haventmtional and purpose-driven life. A purpose is
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derived from individual goals, and no one can gimether a purpose to live. In Galt's attempt to
plead with Dagny to disappear from society he @rplaow the work of the industrialists is how
the looters have existed. The looters are profittogy the producers, and by Dagny staying she
is being supportive of this behavior. This goesirsgjathe belief of those who are moral and
virtuous because “...achievement is man’s highestampurpose...” (Rand, 1957, p. 619).
Having a purpose includes attaining results at hliighest potential possible. Setting goals
indicates an outline for triumph. Intentional ligirsignifies one’s love and respect for life.
Having a purpose requires one to focus on self, thisdselfishness is what directs a man to
success. This selfishness is right and good.

Money

People’s intentions become lost when money becadimesorefront and dictates the
direction of growth. Money is the manifestationcoéativity and good because money buys the
goods and services that people produce. Produptigpels society through the achievement of
creative minds that produce goods and servicesbiragfit the masses. “Money is the material
shape of the principle that men who wish to ded@hwne another must deal by trade and give
value for value” (Rand, 1957, p. 410). Productieegle created money for the good purpose of
barter. The intentions of man cause money to bé &vithe man who damns money has
obtained it dishonorably; the man who respecta# éarned it” (Rand, 1957, p. 412). Character
is shown through the intentions of the use of money

Riding the Comet through the Rockies, Dagny bunmps Kellogg when the engine
breaks down. Deciding that she and Kellogg will kvia get help she assigns Jeff Allen to be in
charge while she is gone. Understanding that “...monside a man’s pocket had the power to
turn into confidence inside his mind...” (Rand, 19%7,678), Dagny gives Allen one hundred
dollars. Having the hundred dollars inspires Altertake charge of the engines while Dagny is
gone. It is possible for money to motivate a marbéosuccessful and productive. Earning
monetary rewards for useful output is positivehattit sparks one to achieve at high levels and
encourages competition, which ultimately leads etidy output. Achieving high levels in order
to earn money is good and selfish; it allows fonan to be secure. Earning from the production
of hard work is right and good.

Motive Power

Rand uses an unfinished motorAtlas Shrugged (1957) to display its ability to save
society because a modern thinker built an objeat ¢n benefit the world. This is the critical
impact that the integration of the mind and bodyaide to have. Rand uses the motor to
symbolize motive power because it has the abilitydtive the world’s economy, just as a
rational mind is the motive power that drivesysaexistence. In Francisco’s conversation with
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Rearden, he explains that Rearden has allowed Hitoskee a product of society. He has done
this by continuing to manufacture his metal foriscalthough they have nothing to offer him
in return. This point is also expressed througtarBen’s willingness to support his family
though they are ungrateful and disobliging in Hierés to make a living at the highest level
possible. The notion of motive power is necesstyd industry and economy are only able to
survive if it can grow. Man can only survive if hees by his moral code, “man’s motive power
is his moral code” (Rand, 1957, p. 455). On Ché&rwledding day, she is told “...there are
people who'll try to hurt you through the good thege in you-knowing that it's the good,
needing it and punishing you for it” (Rand, 1957,382). Initially Cherryl is overcome with
emotion and excitement at her marriage with Jimrealizing that Jim is a looter and that he will
destroy her. Upon this realization sometime la@drerryl is the one who is degraded by him for
her inadequacies, she is the one punished, anuatétly she loses by deciding to commit
suicide. All over society we see people being tak@vantage of for doing good work. Dagny is
abused by Jim for her mind and ability to prevakiothe problems of Taggart Transcontinental
and then is never publicly recognized. The samebeasaid for all the industrialists, hence the
reason they left. Their capacity for the ratioreft kthem no choice but to exist outside of the
society. Motive power is what drives a selfish tetise.

The unity that the mind and body share can alseda® through Dagny and Rearden’s
affair. For the first time Rearden is able to notycappreciate the hard work of another, but to
have another appreciate the hard work produced ifwy Hlis wife, Lillian, banished him
physically during their years of marriage tellingnhthat sex is for animals. In Dagny, Rearden
meets his equal. He is able to share in the sucfdhbeir joint venture of the John Galt Line and
in the physical pleasure of their affair. Reardemmore than just useful for his mind in the
production of Rearden Metal, but he is also abléring physical pleasure to another human
being. This helps him see that “...joy is the coreexittence, the motive power of every living
being, that it is the need of one’s body as ihes goal of one’s spirit...” (Rand, 1957, p. 564).
The point of life is to live in a spirit of joy. yaiffers from person to person; however, it is the
duty and obligation of each person to discover |ofe is too short to settle for the mundane of
the everyday. Searching for selfish joy is the m@power of man.

The fulfillment of the potential of the mind is whiastills motive power in people. A
former employee from the Twentieth Century Motorn@pany explains to Dagny how the
Starnes heirs endorsed an environment for factagkevs to compete to do a bad job. This
happened because the workers were paid based drasemposed to skill and output. Without
recognition and motivation, individuals are not mated to work, “there’s no surer way to
destroy a man than to force him into a spot wherédms to aim at not doing his best, where he
has to struggle to do a bad job, day after day'h(Ra957, p. 663). Eventually, the production of
those who work hard benefits the whole. Rationalught in the achievement of production
enables success and joy. Virtually all people waribe apart of something that is industrious.
Adding to output and feeling useful is an ingretliehmotive power. Searching for how to be
productive is selfish because one must concentratéhe self and how he can serve. This
selfishness leads to success, and this is righgaad.
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Ethics

Ethics is a guide that centers man in making clsoicgegards to his conduct. Deciding
what is ethical is a question that is difficult amswer, leaving ethics as a subjective set of
principles. In making these subjective decisions msglacing value on his life. “The Objectivist
ethics holds man’s life as the standard of valug{ais own life as the ethical purpose of every
individual man” (Rand, 1961, p. 27). Rand uses ptalosophy to objectify ethics as being a
selfish pursuit.

Setting examples through lifestyle, and most natite leadership, is of ethical value
from the Objectivist view of the producers. A sighleadership is acting on what is right and
what is true. No compromises: not that something8E& to be but that it IS (Rand, 1957, p.
512). Dagny, as a producer and product of Objesttiyiis always ethical in the way she runs the
railroad, and everyone knows she is the leadendseo is trying to let Dagny know that there
are ethical individuals, like her, that exist. Hanis her to realize those men are not the men she
works with at Taggart Transcontinental, especiallty Jim. This is an attempt for Francisco to
intrigue Dagny about Galt’s Gulch without giving aits reality.

The main difference between the looters and thelymers is the ethical value of the
individual. The producers value their lives and kvbard to perform at high levels. The looters
on the other hand are satisfied with taking créalitthe work of the producers and being as
successful as the producers will make them. Thataureof ethics arises in this scenario. Why
are the producers more ethical than the lootersulfjective viewpoint can argue either side.
According to the Objectivist theory, the producare ethical because they are concerned with
individual interests not the collective gain. Thiieal producers do not want to be successful at
the expense of others. They are not willing to iiaerthe interests of another man or to take
advantage of his good works. Although Jim is finstharge of Taggart Transcontinental, Dagny
is the one who makes the decisions, and this esdlole to appear successful. Jim is willing to
sacrifice a fortune into Francisco’s copper minetheut researching the risk because he takes
for granted the success Francisco always has asuimas it is a safe investment. In these
examples it is obvious the producers are the oresake ethical; however, in present time ethics
are easily blurred. Is it ethical to allow a leatlehave the credit for the work of a follower?
Earning success on one’s own premise is of the ddbgeview and it is ethical and selfish, and
this is right and good.

Victim

People can force others to act, but not to think. R2rris wants to gain power and he
plans to do so by putting Rearden on trial forgéleselling. Rearden knows that Dr. Ferris is
unable to handle the operations of Rearden Metdlthis makes him content. No amount of
intimidation can force Rearden to cooperate becdétisre’s no way to rule innocent men”
(Rand, 1957, p. 436). Rearden is not going to allogvlikes of a looter such as Dr. Ferris to
have control of his self-interest. The only Retarden is guilty of is the selfish act of protegti
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his business and himself. Like Atlas, Hank Reardenarrying the load of society and he is
being punished for being successful. Rearden firddcides that he will no longer play the role
of the victim by, as Francisco pointed out, prodganetal for them.

Having the focus and wherewithal to keep moving eweh be alive, takes courage. On a
train to Colorado, Dagny goes with the intentiorkeéping Quentin Daniels from quitting. He is
her last hope in finding the “secret” of the motOn the train a tramp tells Dagny “...it's a sin to
sit down and let your life go, without making a for it” (Rand, 1957, p. 659). He is heading
West for no other reason than he has not been befoee. This resonates with Dagny because
the tramp is fighting not to be a victim by leavitgs situation and looking for new
opportunities. Dagny does the opposite she fightseiat the looters by staying in society. She
wants to lead the battle of the producers by otiigghe looters, and she feels that she can do
this by dominating the railroad business. She kntlved she is the best, and she feels that
through sheer effort she will help the country @eene the looters and continue the work of Nat
Taggart. Her determination is selfish, and shesegfuo be a victim. She chooses to act, and is
determined to bring life back to her family’s ragéd.

A victim is one “...who surrenders his value is at thercy of anyone’s will...” (Rand,
1957, p. 975). Lillian, as hard as she tries, shlmto destroy Rearden’s sense of personal value.
She is never able to overtake his self-esteemahilk a victim in her marriage. She is married to
a man that does not value her pursuits of imprgssiners by the material wealth and status she
has gained through the Rearden name. Lillian hasarmed her position through her own effort,
and this goes against all Rearden represents.dnséime sense, Rearden is a victim in the
marriage, in that he is married to a woman thasdus value hard work and selfish pursuits of
successful production.

A man must stand on individual principles in ortiekeep himself from settling for those
of others. “Truth is the recognition of reality;ason, man’s only means of knowledge, is his
only standard of truth” (Rand, 1957, p. 1017). J@ait spoke of the reality of selfishness. Not
giving way to victimization is being selfish becauyour standard of virtue is not an object, not
an act, not a principle, but an intention” (Rané57, p. 1030). Living a life of purpose involves
having a purpose to live for, and understandingitiy@ications of all it entails. To live with a
purpose means to have goals and perseverancaitotagm. Living a life of intention is selfish.
Living a life in avoidance of being a victim is higand good.

Achievement

Only reason is the framework for achievement armbperity. Faith and emotion are
what can lead people to false hope and a feelirgnbflement. People must live for their own
self-interest and pursue their values. Merely hgvia desire to live does not give you the
knowledge required for living” (Rand, 1957, p. 1p1Bach individual must discover the purpose
of his life. It took time for Rearden to realizatthis marriage to Lillian was not what he wanted.
He enjoys the affections of Dagny because he needs than the success of his metal; he needs
to also achieve the success of love and pleasine.bfacelet that Rearden gives to Lillian is
symbolic of the success he achieves in cre®egyden Metal. To Lillian the bracelet is a silly
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piece of jewelry. It is Dagny that recognizes tladue of the bracelet; Rearden’s achievement of
the “miracle metal.” Dagny is aggressive is gettitng bracelet from Lillian by trading a
diamond bracelet. While Lillian thinks Dagny is posterous in taking the bracelet, Rearden
realizes that Dagny is a woman worthy of its wear.

Dagny’s relationships with Francisco, Rearden, @att were all in her search for a more
fulfilling life. Her relationships are achievemeom multiple levels. Dagny’s relationship with
Francisco was more of a young love. These were yaung people that both dreamed of
achievement by advancing their family’s name ansirmss. Neither of them necessarily needed
each to fulfill this desire. Dagny’s relationshipthvRearden is the first time that both of them
meet their equal in capacity for production. They able to appreciate the business successes of
the other, as well as combine their efforts in ding) the John Galt Line. Dagny’s relationship
with John Galt is the culmination of ultimate acl@ment. She has fallen in love with a man that
understands the importance of selfishness andreased a society that relishes in achievement
of the productive. Having the perseverance to $inccess is selfish, and this is right and good.

In addition to personal achievement there is alsdenmal achievement. Conception of
one’s own effort is being productive and that isatvis important and moral. You are what you
make. Francisco understands this concept early Wwheshares this with Dagny “there’s nothing
of any importance in life-except how well you douyavork...It's the only measure of human
value” (Rand, 1957, p. 100). That whatever elsebgo®mes will derive from work. Giving back
to society is how men are able to assess each '®tloetput; determine achievement.
Achievement is dependent on the mind, apply knogged succeed, and “live and act within the
limit of your knowledge and keep expanding it te thmit of your life” (Rand, 1957, p. 1058).
Learning is a lifelong process. Individuals mudiuse to tolerate the constraints that others
dictate; live for purpose and achievement to thighést individual ability. Success is found in
individual output and this is selfish. Achievemenbased on what one produces. “Every man is
free to rise as far as he’s able or willing, bus$ ibnly the degree to which he thinks that
determines the degree to which he’ll rise” (Rar@h7, p. 1064). Physical labor will only take a
man so far, it is his intelligence that will cobuwie to his achievement. Since the looters are
unwilling to think, and the producers are tireddufing all the thinking, Galt's Gulch is the
perfect atmosphere for the producers to think antckwGalt’'s Gulch allows for individuals to
work and think in order to achieve, and this idisel Independent thought to guide one’s life
achievement is selfish, and it is right and good.

Hope

Moving to Galt’'s Gulch requires the producers teegup hope. Francisco has to give up
the d’Anconia Copper mines and the love of his Idagny. Francisco is set to be the climax of
the d’Anconia business, but because he is willmgelease what he has, he is able to achieve
this height in the Gulch. Francisco gives up hapsucceeding in society, to find the hope of
succeeding in Galt’s Gulch.

Rearden has to give up Rearden Metal, a factoryhbahas worked so hard to create
without the support of his family. He also givgsDagny, the first woman he has ever met who
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shares the same values of selfishness as he. 8ls® ithe first woman to show him the pleasure
of the integration of mind and body. Dagny is higua. Rearden gives up hope in the
domination of his “miracle metal” in society in @mto find hope in the unregulated success of
his metal in Galt's Gulch.

Dagny has to give up Taggart Transcontinental;réleoad created by her ancestor Nat
Taggart. Dagny gives up the fight against the lepterhich she so badly wants to win. Dagny
gives up the fight, period. She thrives on contumsly proving the righteousness of hard work.
She gives up hope, so she can find hope somewlsereS® she can find hope in Galt’s Gulch.

All in all, these producers give up what they hep@ain in society. They give up what
success they have envisioned for themselves. Jahnd{Scovers the gulch because he gives up
the motor that has the potential to save the w@&Jdgiving up what he is able to offer, he is able
to give more to the people that share his sameesal@alt creates a land of hope. When the
intellectuals move to Galt’s Guich, they are alderdvitalize their hope in selfish pursuits of
success. Living and producing in the Gulch, eveeya able to benefit from the success of
others. Their hope is selfish, and it is right godd.

Morality

Man'’s Life, through the Objectivists view, is to beral. John Galt wants the world to
share his belief of selfishness in order to be essitil without infringing on the rights of others.
His final plea is for everyone to be rational amibd and to destroy the evil that exists. “There is
a morality of reason, a morality proper to man, &uah’s Life is its standard of value” (Rand,
1957, p. 1014). There are times when it is appab@tio pass judgment on those who are corrupt.
All are required to differentiate right from wrorand to hold others accountable.

Looters are not entitled to take advantage ofitjigs of others. “Rights are conditions of
existence required by man’s nature for his propevigal. If man is to live on earth, it is right
for him to use his mind, it is right to act on lown free judgment, it is right to work for his
values and to keep the product of his work. If bfeearth is his purpose, he has a right to live as
a rational being: nature forbids him the irratidni&and, 1957, p. 1061). Maintaining integrity is
exercised through the mind and keeping impeccauts fin order facilitates rational judgment.
People do not choose to exist, but they do chooskvé. Survival is the ultimate goal of
everyone. How one lives is the degree of how omaegahis life. Valuing individual life is moral
and selfish, and it is right and good.

Discovering our potential is ultimately what Ayn iRk expects of all people. Most
importantly, “...we must always reach for the besthwi us” (Rand, 1957, p. 6). Rand not only
entices the reader early Alas Shrugged (1957) with this notion of the best within, bueshiiso
titles her last chapter “In the Name of the Besthivi Us.” Atlas shrugged because the weight of
the world was killing him and he got nothing frotm i People must ask questions of those that
accept the status quo, they must think indepengeand they must act selfishly. This last “... is
man’s foremost obligation...” (Rand, 1957, p. 334).Atlantis, the rule is that “...one must
always see for oneself” (Rand, 1957, p. 709). Tlweysof the producers demonstrates the
importance of self, and what one is ableathievement. Thinking is an act that oaly
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individual can do, and no one can force a persahitk. Putting thought into action, and being
productive, is the crescendo of being selfish.i, gherefore | think” (Rand, 1957, p. 1058).

Ayn Rand’s,The Virtue of Selfishness (1964), is a collection of essays that attempt to
explain her philosophy of Objectivism. The hopeosapply the concepts to today’s society and
culture. “Its purpose is to provide its readerdwatconsistent philosophical frame of reference”
(Rand, 1961, p. xii). Understanding selfishnesgyugh the eyes of an Objectivist, is how one is
able to objectivity one’s life. It is how one islalbo be selfish in a way that is right and good.

Concluding Remarks

In conclusion, being selfish is the only avenue doman to take in order to live a
productive and successful life. Each individualresponsible for finding joy and making
decisions in sharing that joy with others. No osebligated to be his brother's keeper. Ayn
Rand’s philosophy of Objectivism gives the framekvdor a man to survive in today’'s
civilization. In the end, production is good foetiwhole. All men should be selfish in order to
achieve a fulfilling life this is right and good.
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